20 Years of Impact

Celebrating NICU Journeys Together
2004 - 2024

the
tiny

\ miraclese
FOUNDATION



Born of Compassion

Dear Friends,

Twenty years ago, The Tiny Miracles Foundation was established by Gwen Noto of Fairfield
and Meredith Daniels of Stamford, who had both experienced the traumatic impact of the
births of severely pre-term twins.

In late 2000, Noto and her husband navigated through the birth of her boys at 25 weeks,
desperate for information and reassurance during the long hospitalization. About a year
later, upon learning of the birth of another set of 25-week twins at Stamford Hospital, Noto
sat outside the NICU with her boys to stake out the unknown mother, determined to offer
the hope she had once needed. That mother was Daniels.

Together, Noto and Daniels recognized the urgent unmet need to provide preemie families
with the support to cope with this frightening, isolating ordeal. And thus, in 2004, The Tiny
Miracles Foundation was born. None too soon.

Today, The Tiny Miracles Foundation has grown to an expansive network in southwestern
Connecticut that includes 6 partner hospitals, a staff of professionals and more than 500
volunteers that collectively support thousands of people annually - notably the families of
some 1200 premature babies born in our service area each year.

What began as a simple gesture of support from one mom to another is now a leader in the
area of parental mental health nationally and an indispensable resource for local families

facing the anxiety associated with a premature birth and subsequent NICU stay.

This report celebrates two decades of The Tiny Miracles Foundation with a detailed recap
of 2024, the organization’s most recent and exciting year to date.

We are grateful for the past 20 years and excited for the next decade.
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Ashley Dineen
President, Board of Directors

Tina Tison
Executive Director



20 Years of Impact

2\ 10,000+

families supported to date

More than 50%

of Connecticut's population

covered by hospital service area

Access for All

Prematurity can affect any pregnancy. All programs
and services available regardless of age, race,

household income or any other factor.

$1,000,000

Financial Assistance provided to families

Figures represent 2004-2024 data




Milestone Moments

2004
The Tiny Miracles
Foundation is established.
Programming begins at
Stamford Hospital.

2006
Norwalk Hospital
becomes Tiny Miracles’

second hospital partner.

2012
Programming
begins at
Danbury Hospital.

Launch of Financial
Assistance Program and
Tiny Treasures bags.

Tiny Miracles expands to
Bridgeport Hospital.
Launch of Blankets for

Preemies program.



2019
St. Vincent’s Medical
Center becomes the
5" hospital partner
of Tiny Miracles.

2021
Tiny Miracles expands
to its sixth and largest
partner - Yale New Haven
Children’s Hospital.

2012 2024
Tiny Miracles host its Despite COVID-19 Tiny Miracles
first “Family Fun Day” pandemic, Tiny Miracles launches Birth
NICU Reunion. programming continues Trauma Support

via virtual operations. group therapy.



The Power of Mentoring

Annual Impact

Every day, nearly 2 new families receive
mentoring support from Tiny Miracles.

627 Total New Families
Mentored in 2024

6 OOO+ Families Mentored
? in 20 years

Figures represent 2004-2024 data.



The Power of Mentoring

Zachariah and his Family

Parents Jelly and Russian delivered
Zachariah at 25 weeks weighing 1lb 120z. His
NICU stay was shared between Bridgeport
and Yale New Haven Children’s hospitals
over 101 days. During that time, Jelly met
several Tiny Miracles mentors.

Although Zachariah made slow progress

and experienced several setbacks with his
digestive system, a staph infection and hernia
surgery, Jelly and Russian found support in
one another and the many connections made
through Tiny Miracles.

Jelly reflected “Having a preemie means walking through uncertainty with courage
you didn’t know you had, and leaning on the quiet strength of those who lift you
when your own heart feels too heavy. You discover the true power of love, hope, and
support. It truly takes a village — and we’re so grateful Tiny Miracles is part of ours.”




Birth Trauma Support

Our Newest Program

60 to 70% of NICU
births result in
parent trauma

For many parents, the trauma of a premature birth—or loss of a child—
can linger for years, deeply affecting their emotional well-being.

Recognizing this ongoing need, Tiny Miracles established a Birth Trauma
Counseling Group in 2024 to provide dedicated support.

Sources: March of Dimes, World Health Organization and NIH



Birth Trauma Support

Juliet and her Family

Anna and Chris had their first child, Juliet, at Danbury
Hospital on April 5, 2024 at 24 weeks. Due to
Chronic Lung Disease among other complications of
prematurity, Juliet was transferred to Connecticut
Children’s Medical Center in Hartford at 3 weeks old.
Juliet spent 271 days in the hospital. She was
discharged home on both oxygen and a feeding tube.

Anna was one of the first participants of Tiny Miracles
new Birth Trauma Support Group. That experience,
along with the ongoing support of her Tiny Miracles
mentor, was critical for Anna’s mental health.

“Becoming a mother to an extremely premature baby is incredibly isolating because
| didn’t know anyone in my personal life that had been through a similar experience.
Being connected with women who knew what | was going through
was life changing. | didn’t feel alone in what | was feeling and experiencing.
They held me up when all | wanted to do was crumble.”

-




Financial Assistance

Lifting a Burden for Parents Rosemary and Alhassan

Rosemary and her husband Alhassan
delivered girl/girl/boy triplets born critically
early at 23 weeks weighing just over 1 pound
each. They were immediately connected to
Tiny Miracles by the staff at Yale New Haven
Children’s Hospital.

Their early days in the NICU were fraught with
fear and worry especially over the health of
their son who was struggling with the most
complications. After 2 weeks, sadly, sweet
Ishmael lost his battle while sisters Gracie and
Miracle continued to struggle with the
challenges of prematurity.

In time, the girls became more stable but not without the many ups and downs of a
NICU journey. In addition to emotional support, Tiny Miracles recognized the financial
need that these parents experienced after bedrest and an inability to return to work.

Through our Financial Assistance Program,
Tiny Miracles was able to provide Rosemary
and Alhassan assistance with transportation
to the hospital and help with their mortgage
payment. After 4 months in the NICU, Gracie
and Miracle were welcomed home. Rosemary
and Alhassan appreciated the support
received during their hospital stay and know
that Tiny Miracles is still there for them
cheering them on.




Financial Assistance

Annual Impact

1 2 9 Families received financial
assistance in 2024

Distribution of Financial Assistance in 2024

Equipment (car seats and portable cribs)
8.6%

Transportation to/from NICU
30.3%

Housing (rent/mortgage payments)
54.9%

Utilities
6.2%

Figures represent service period January 1 - December 31, 2024



Blankets for Preemies

Created by Compassion and Community

A true community effort, the Blankets for Preemies
program began in 2007 as a special activity at
Middlesex Middle School in Darien. It was the
vision of preemie parent and MMS teacher, Kelly
Depiano, who initiated the project in honor of her
friend’s son, Sean James Maloney, who had
passed away the year prior due to complications
of prematurity. Kelly had premature twins herself in
2004 at 32 weeks after a month of bedrest so
understood the trauma of a NICU experience.

Working with her 7" grade students to create 200
blankets that first year, Kelly has continued her Kelly Depiano in the
efforts each year with her middle school students. early years of the program

The Maloney family remains active with Tiny
Miracles. Parents Danielle and Andy participate in
the blanket making effort each year in memory of
their son while their daughter Kathryn was
President of the Tiny Miracles club at Ludlowe
High School in Fairfield.

Blankets for Preemies is now the largest volunteer
activity for Tiny Miracles. Through the years,
hundreds of participants from local schools, scout
troops, nursing home residents, corporate and
community groups have produced thousands of
Danielle Maloney fleece blankets for local NICU families.




The blanket is often the first gift a family
receives upon entering the NICU. In
hospital, the blanket acts as an isolette
cover improving infant neurological
development and sleep patterns,
providing warmth and privacy and
brightening the NICU space with color
and cheer. The blankets also carry
significant emotional value giving
families a cherished keepsake.

Blankets distributed
to local NICUs since 2007

Blanket making volunteers through the years

Figures represent service period 2007- 2024




Tiny Treasure Bags

Practical Materials Thoughtfully Curated

97% of NICU families in
partner hospitals received a
Tiny Treasure bag with items

to help with their hospital
stay and the transition home.

Figures represent service period January 1 - December 31, 2024 .



Tiny Treasure Bags

Baker and Charlotte Pay It Forward

Baker took a particular liking to the
Snoedel bonding doll included in the
bag. He became very attached to his
doll “lovey” also taking possession of
his sister’s. Lovey even traveled with
Baker for his first plane ride.

Baker and Charlotte were born in 2019 at
26 weeks gestation at Stamford Hospital.
They spent 77 and 72 days in the NICU.
Their mom, Lisa, received a Tiny Treasures
welcome bag.

The family has stayed connected to Tiny
Miracles through the years. Lisa, Baker
and Charlotte were recently able to give
back by helping to pack hospital supply
bags for new NICU families. Baker may
have gone home with the extra gift of a
new bonding doll to add to his collection!




Holidays in the NICU

Recognizing Special Days throughout the year

Holidays are especially difficult for families with a baby in the NICU.
Tiny Miracles has a tradition of providing special experiences
for families who are spending holidays in the hospital,
rather than at home with their newborn baby and the rest of their family.

Holiday Support in 2024

Gifts delivered to NICU families for

600-|— holidays including Valentine’s Day,

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.

Catered holiday meals provided

2 OO+ to NICU families for Thanksgiving

and December holidays.

Figures represent service period January 1 - December 31, 2024




Holidays in NICU

Recognizing Special Days throughout the year

?— Valentine’s Day

Easter & Passover —@

@ —— Mother’s Day

Father’s Day —‘

’_ Thanksgiving

Christmas & Hanukkah @




After the NICU

Connections that Grow Through the Years

Tiny Miracles’ support for families continues after discharge from the NICU.
In addition to ongoing mentoring support, specialized education
sessions and workshops, the largest after the NICU program is the
“Family Fun Day” NICU Reunion.

The free events now held every Spring and Fall provide families with positive
social connections with those who have had a similar journey.

3,000+ people have attended NICU
Reunions since they began in 2012

Figures represent 2012-2024 data




After the NICU

Connections that Grow through the Years

the the the
tiny '@ting '@ting e the
4 @mirqc!es \ miracles miracles \ m??dcles* \ g\?ﬁu o

). X L T Qi
N miracis 5 ) : ps A\t
: 4 )

5

~~~~~~~~~~

the
the tiny
mrgacles miracles'

;;;;;;;;;;




Our Supporters

Our programs would not be possible without the generous gifts
from these supporters received between January 1-December 31, 2024.

$30,000+

Bauer Family Foundation, Inc.
Godina Family Fund

Michael and Elizabeth Klein

$15,000 -$29,999

Mike and Jaclyn Carbino

The Darien Foundation Inc.

Mike and Kristie Godina

Tom and Gwen Noto

Union Savings Bank Foundation, Inc.
The Wilson Foundation

Thomas and Maria Wilcox

$10,000 - $14,999

AngelEye Health, Inc

Crane Charitable Funds

Fairfield County's Community Foundation
The Leclerc Family Philanthropy Fund
Nuvance Health

The Chris and Carrie Shumway Fund

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Center for Spiritual Studies

Jake and Alice Clark

Lori Church

Christopher and Christina Combe

The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven

Connoisseur Media, LLC

EWomen Foundation, Inc

First County Bank Foundation, Inc.

Forecastle Advisors LLC

Blake and Laura Franchi

The Goodnow Fund

David and Kim Januszewski

Anang and Deb Majmudar

Near and Far Aid

New Canaan Community Foundation

Prolacta Bioscience Corporation

The Prolacta Bioscience Foundation
Russo & Rizio, LLC

Arch W. Shaw Foundation

James and Eileen Thomas Fund

Tony Truino

Ernest and Joan Trefz Foundation

St. John's Community Foundation, Inc.
Stamford Hospital Foundation

$2,500-$4,999

The Berkowitz & Hanna Charitable Fund
Elizabeth Raymond Ambler Trust

The Denise D'Ascenzo Foundation Inc.
David and Laura DeRemer

Michael and Pat Gallo

Charles and Mabel P. Jost Foundation
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation
Daniel and Jennifer McMullen

Steve and Allison O'Dell

Facebook Meta Payments Inc

Bryan and Lindsay Quinlan

Dominic and Dawn Ruggiero

S&P

Stamford Rotary

Yale New Haven Children's Hospital
Yale New Haven Health

$1,000 - $ 2,499

Anonymous

Charles and Megan Atkins
Bank of America Private Bank
Laurie and Brian Bessey

Mike and Katie Brilli

Phil and Kerri Cagnassola

The Cardillo Family Fund
Richard & Panthea Carter
Cedar Street Charitable Foundation
Jack and Gabrielle Cimarosa
Colville Family Charitable Fund

Mark and Alexis Czeterko

The Delaney Memorial Foundation

Jeff and Pam Deluca

DeBard Johnson Foundation

Tim and Cheryl Egan

Joseph and Barbara Esterly

Nathaniel K. Fenollosa Fund

Margarita and Lori Ferguson

Diageo

Doug and Cameron Sokolik

Glenview Capital

Andrew and Lauren Greig

Greaves Corporation

Janienne P. Hackett Fund

Bill and Samantha Harrigan

Randy and Cindy Heck

Vasudeva Kamath

Andrew and Meaghan Katz

Christopher and Caitlin Kirklin

Anastasia Klyuchinskaya

Morgan and Elizabeth LeConey

Ethel & Abe Lapides Foundation

Diane LaManna

Kathy LiVolsi

Holger and Imke Lohs

Karen Mucherino

J. McLaughlin

Anna Nelson

Jared Nussbaum

Bob and Hannah O'Brien

John Ricciardi

Thomas and Marianne Reifenheiser

Alok and Cindy Reejhsinghani

Michael and Carrie Ruehiman

Eric and Susan Roddy

Rob and Candace Schwarz

Savings Bank Of Danbury
Foundation

Jakub Skoniecki Givi

Linda May Smith




Scott and Robin Srolis

Peter and Kathy Streinger
Mike and Devon Suozzi

St. Vincent's Medical Center
Stratford Rotary Club

Tiger Global Management LLC
Joe and Tina Tison

Elliot and Emily Turner
Warburg Pincus Foundation
Zaccarelli Giving Fund

$500 - $999

Anne Corey Ahl

Anonymous

Jennifer Baker

McLain Bennett

Jason Borkowski

Liam and Heather Burke
Barnum Foundation For Life
CAF America-Trust

Reed Wilson Case Foundation
Chasm Partners

William and Patty Cunningham
Joseph Cupoli

Jessica Deluca

Alexander and Erin Eblen
Edgewell

Alex Foster

The Garden Homes Fund
Karen Green

Rachel Hartong

The Darrell Harvey Family Foundation
Robert and Paula Herzlinger
Paul and Kristi Hoffmann

Mike and Jill Hooper
Sebastian Infante

Jacobs Pickles Sono Collections
Wes and Aisha Kimmel

Megan Kilcourse

Jeff and Karen Kirsch
Genevieve Lau LLC

George and Silvia Luna

Tamu and John Lucero

Jillian Macdonald

George and Sidney Marshman
Microsoft

Anand Narasimhan

Thomas and Michelle Novak
The Odd Job Landscaping

Ashmi Pancholi

Jaret and Leslie Posmentier
Anna Powers

Gerald and Lynn Rakos

Josh and Michelle Rawlins
Kara Rodriguez

Bethann and Gina Rooney
John and Shelby Saer

Jane Schellens

Robert and Brooke Shuhy
Spinnaker Real Estate Partners
Mike and Kaitlyn Steffa

Mitchel and Regina Strand
John and Charlotte Suhler
Gene and Tracy Sykes

Sykes Family Foundation
Christopher and Elizabeth Thompson
Ed and Amanda Tom

Michael and Laura Van Schaick
Rachel Vasone

Jeff and Alicia Wiedemann
Faheem Williams

Christopher and Stephanie Zapata

$250 - $499

Richie and Eileen Agnoletto
Sarp Aksel

Ameriprise

Allyson Anderson

Shagun Bagga

John and Elizabeth Borkowski
Danny and Susan Brophy
Jocelyn and Brian Caple
Brian Catino

Carla Caviola

Vincent and Elizabeth Childers
Ellison Cole

Linus and Helen Chuang
Chris and Kristin Dayton
Effective Plumbing LLC
Matt and Ashlee Effler

Jean Field

David and Dorothy Fitton
Bruce and Shari Feibel
Keiley Fuller

Sean Gavin

Jason and Brooke Gies
Morgan Glasebrook

Ward and Carol Glassmeyer

Susan Harmon

Justin Hartes

Katherine Healey

Ibbitson Family Giving Fund

Indeed

Steve and Elisabeth Jakab

Mahesh Jhangiani Charitable Fund

Kristina Keogh

Heath and Alyssa Kent

David and Shannon Kieske

Killen Charitable Giving

Katherine and Andrew Kohari

Matthew and Katarina Kraft

Russell and Ruth Lane

L'IL Critters Preschool

Mark and Grace Linhard

Lone Pine Capital LLC

Neysa McDonald

June Mara

William Macey Jr.

Megan Morell

John and Moira O'Connor

lan and Debbie O'Malley

Frances Peisch

Alexander Pileggi

Shelton Police

Julie Smith

Samantha Small

James and Katrina Schellens

Laura Seltzer

St Bridget of Sweden School

Joseph Stout

Paul Sullivan

Abby Suquet

Lisa Tantillo

Jo Toolan

Dave and Laura Watt

Deanne H. and Herbert S.
Winokur, Jr. Fund

Lindsey Zevnik




$100-249

A Kids's Place, Inc.

Anonymous

B & B Restaurant Group LLC /
BJ Ryan's

Seth and Katie Bacon

Louis Baselice

Judy Becker

Andrea Bleecher

Bonnie Blake

Danielle Bouchard

Cecily Brittain

Natalie Brito

Arvin Bundhoo

Vin and Lynne Burke

Calico Burton

Mary Cangialosi

Janice Casey

Dina Castelluccio

Ceramic Tile

Carmela Cerulo

Kim Cifelli

Pamela Clark

Jacob and Kathryn Cohen

David Colville

Megan Cook

Matthew Cook

Damato Landscaping LLC

Dance Fantasies

Nina Dinicola

Meghan Dickinson

Pat Dickinson

Stephen and Barbara Duscio

Alex Ewing

Richard and Nancy Freedman

Todd Forcellina

James Forsyth Jr

Dave and Jennifer Forrler

Kathleen Gansfuss

Katherine Gehrmann

General Atlantic

Amanda Heffernan

Rahul and Shruti Gupta

Ken and Tanya Jacobi

Cathy Kadets

Bill Kelsey

Sara Kratovil

We are grateful for all support but are not able to list more than
these names due to space limitations.

Randall Krongard

Anita Lamb

Robert and Elizabeth Laible
Alex and Rebecca Leach
Daniel and Krista Lilly

Wu Hsiung and Hsiu-O Lin
Linde

Russ and Kelly Lowder
Vanessa Lowry

Gordon and Anne McKee

lain and Jana McQueen
Jonathan and Andrea Maldon
Esai Manzanares

Christopher and Nicola Mehan
Jordan and Kristina Michels
Anne Mignone

Tom and Susan Moore

Paul and Colleen Murray
Leigh Norman

Olive Tree People

Tom and Taylor Ortolani
Steven and Veronica Passaro
Dickon and Sandra Platt
James and Kerry Plutte

The Polselli Family Fund

Kip Ricciardi

Cristina Carvalho Rivera
Patrick and Jennifer Robinson
Brittany Russell

Sanghavi Family Charitable Fund
Frankie and Kristinia Schuster
Alexandra Scilacci

Meltem Seli

Maria Sette

Shelly Sinche

Allie and Josh Stinchcomb
Matt and Emily Strand

Patrice Sullivan

Sarah Taylor
Thiemann-Wicker Family Foundation
Thyme and Season, LLC
Patrick Van Schaick

Matthew Tuccillo

Alan and Nicole Werner
Wilton Electrical Services, Inc.
John and Chelsea Woody
David York

Tribute Gifts

In Honor Of
Baker and Charlotte
Enzo Bellofatto
Victoria and the Effler Family
Aren Paul Fiore and Jason
Vincent Fiore
Braden Franchi
Thomas Godina and
Josie Homrighaus
Charles Greig
Justin and Nate
Aviraj Kalotra
Harlow Levy
Annie Rose and Lily Rose Rooney
Aria Rose
Matilda Ruehiman
Aviva Sara
Chip Singh
Jemma Simone
Michael & Nicholas Van Schaick
Lily and Lindsey Young
Cody Zimmer

In Memory Of

Logan Patrick Bates

Dylan DeShay

Jacob Duggan

Ethan Hartzog

Alessio Federico Caiazzo Mayen
Dianna Murray

Ellen O’Donnell Nalley RN
Sarah A. Novack

Caileigh Quinlan

Rachel (Tony Bonacci’s sister)
Kamila Kees Rivera

Lily Rooney

Nicholas J. Testa

Paisley Jane Travis




In 2024, numerous people and businesses supported Tiny Miracles
by generously giving their time, talent and resources in creative ways.

Please contact our office if you have an idea to support our mission

via a special fundraiser or in-kind giving.

Special Event Fundraisers hosted by friends of The Tiny Miracles Foundation

Carter Family Community BBQ

Kristie Godina in honor of her birthday

J. McLaughlin Sip and Shop

Meta Platform (Multiple Campaigns)

Music for Angels (Organized by Janine Testa)

Star 99.9 Dance-A-Thon

(A Connoisseur Media event sponsored by Cadillac of Greenwich)

Airen North America
Jadali Azadeh
Caterina Base
Victoria Bchara
Vicky Bchara

Ann Bliss

Blow & Glow Blow Dry Bar
Breitowich

CDB Jewelry

Teri Claeson

Toni Clark
Crosscourt Media
Mia Cueva

Davis Feliz Salon
Dorothy Fitton

Nicole Gallagher
Genevieve Lau Jewelry
Ellen Goode

Green and Tonic
Claire Gutauskas
Natalie lannucci
Stephanie Ingalls

J House

Kari Kinsch

Barbara Kunkel

Erica Lindholm

Major League Soccer

In Kind Donors

McFarland Family
Mckee Family

Kristy Moriarty

Louise Moroz
Nantucket Monogram
NicoBlu

Lori Oates

Restore Massage Studio
Robinson Family
Jamie Rogers
Sambrina H20
Sambrina Transportation LLC
Saugatuck Pediatrics
Erin Schwartz

Jessica Serrano

Leah Sheltry

SoNo 1420

J Striegel

Dr. Katie Takayasu
The Boomer Loomers
Alison Vaden

Rose VanHouten
Brittany Vargas
Martha Wegner
Katherine Weston
Whole Foods - Darien
Stacy Woodruff




“I, Ned Lamont, Governor of the State of
Connecticut, do hereby honor and
recognize the Tiny Miracles Foundation in
the State of Connecticut and thank them

for their efforts in assisting premature
babies and their families.”

Cited from a Gubernatorial Proclamation
in honor of Tiny Miracles 20" Anniversary

The Tiny Miracles Foundation
1540 Post Road
Darien, CT 06820
www.ttmf.org



